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DENOUNEMENT,

The Grey Monk—{f be belleved in a Divine
Providence—should mot have trusted to his sim-
pla direction, for that balf-Insane woman to find
Der way.

The Sefiorita, pale as the dead, and trembling
1a every fibre of her frame, clung to the railing,
wnd slowly descended the stalrs. Step by step,
Bor heart grew more cold, her eyes glared mote
wildly, the fire In her brain grew more flarce, as
she poemed to be golog down, down, down, to
the bottombless pit ! She thought the stairway
wrould never sud—that she would naver come to
o firm landing for her feet, beyond which there
‘was 0o abyes.

Al last she reached the floor, and panaiag, lift-
od her right hand to her foreliead, when tho dag-
wer which it beld, touched her brow, Sho start
od, and holdi g it Lefure her, glared wililly upon
. Al was stil), and wrapped in gloom around,
save whare the ra; s of her dim lainp feil, making
ghostly shacows on the wall. As sho gazed up-
on the dagger, her heart seomsd to turn to lee;
her brala to a burning volcino, her eyes pgrew
@'m and hazy, Ler sonses wlhirled !

In this state she reelod forward, and enterod
2he dark gallery, with & half conschbuspess of
what she did ; she fancled, as we'l as e frantic
Renses would allow, counted the third docr— rom
vhere she hi.d descended the stairs

Tler band was on the knob—ske turned I\ by
intuition, th.e door opened, and tbe sofily enter-
ed. Thers was the bard bresthing of & sleeper,
heard issuli  from the bed, She se' the lamp
mpon a ama'l ' ab's, near the door, whic" shie had
laft ajar, ax & ‘eaning againet the wall, gho pros-
ned her 00" tunds siainst her bosom, as though
£o quell its /i ree throba  Her ovo: glared wild-
Iy, and seer od to be consumiog with an internal
fire,

For five 11 nutes she stocd thus, ever and anon
wlancing tovacd the bed, where, thongh it lay
in pertial gl i, the upper part of & human face
could be sec 1, above the covering, framed, as it
ware, in & mass of dark, clustering hair,

“Why, what & mopo am 1!" she presently
‘whispered hosrsely, ‘It must bas done, or Edu-
ardo can neves more ba mine! Wy do I de-
lay

Bhe slowly approached the bed, and gazed up-
on the form that lay there, Curicsity prompted
hier Lo turn down the covering, and look at the
youth she was about to send to hislong account;
but she checked the impulss. No, she could not
look wpon the face, which would soon bauptum-

od toward her, white and ghastly in death, glar-
ing on her with its glassy eyes,

She turned towards the window, as though
with the thought of foar. Three pair of eyes
were beayond that window, glaring on her with
distended pupils; but she saw them not! Oane
raore look at the form before her, and she raised
ber arm to sirike. Some splrit seemed to whis-
per & warning to her soul, and it fell powerless
by her side. Again it was raised, and again
slowly lowered. Then contracting her muscles
by » mighty effort, she raised it aloft the third
time—its yellow blade tlashed in the lamp-light,
Tor an insiant, and then descended with a fearful
Torces into tha very heart of the slesper.

There was a slight groan—almost like a sigh,
a4 she drew It forth, and all was still,  She stag-
gered back against the wall,

The door opened hastily, and the Grey Monk
entered, wi'd with terrur. Twipatient at her long
delay, be bad descended tho stairs, and finding
the door of Travis' room fastcued, soon saw he
light through the door of the next room. A sud-
den tertor seized upon him, as he rushed in, and
Dboheld ber standing azaiust tie wall, the bloody
dagger in her hand,

“Woman! 'end! whom have you slain 2" he
cried, frantica!ly .

“Your viet.n'
ling tones.

“od of Hewven ! ho cried, stariing forward,
Si8he has mist shen the roon, snd slaia my om
oon! Where [s Travis "

“Here!" ericd a voloe of thander,and the win
dow opening suddenly, discoverad Travis, with
drawn sword, standing upon the sl “Travis
nomore’ " he cied. ¢ DutJulian Marc! dv Mar-
$ago—the returned exile, who claims your blood
and soul! Il'edro Gonzalenza—Arch-bishop of
Mexico—foul fiend of Hell!  Your bour of retri-
bution has come ! Defore you, lies your natural
pof, Eduardo Csstillias Gonzalenza, slain by the
dagger which vou had intended for me. Herob-
bed me of a sister, and deserved ‘his fate. You
robbed we of father, mother, and estates, and
Bent we adift upon the worll, peaniess and &
beggar. 1 then swore a desp avd terrible re-
venge, which, by my sluughiered kindred, 1 now
keep !

The next instant the sword was sheathed in
his body, av4 the priest, with s prayer for merey
on his lips, fell lifeloss on the floor!

Travis— ¢z Julian Maringo, as we must now
call him—'vumed round, and beheld the woman
who had 1 1:in Castillins, supported in the armns
of Kit (ele s, while Mariano was trying to re-
store her

Vocae she be "
oy in' o her face.

I1is vo co aroused her in an instant, She open
ed Lier o ea, and raising hersalf up, she fixod hor
wild gaze upon bim,

““Brothar —Juiisn—don't you know me ?'' she
exclaime 1,

Jullan staggered back as if a bullet had entered

A STARTLING

' she murmuraed, m:!:'ﬂp, start-

sskod he, as hs pecred

his heart. Staring wildly, for & moment, into
her face, "» took & step forward, and exclaim-
-l

‘%ary iy sister—can it be you ?"

“Utis—it is " she wurmured, no longer able
to stand, sud sinking into the wrms of the rans
Ber. :

Julisu covered his face with his  hands,
bent his head upon bis lweast.

* hos s ms it should be,” e murinured, in &
broken voice, “‘Castillias has met his death by
the hand of her he betrayed.”

He 0id not see the petite form that glided
throu; s the door, and recolled with horror, as
phe belield the Grey Monk lying dead upon the
tloor. No one seemed to see her. A moment
slie stood there, gazing wildly upon the corpse,
then glanciug frantically about her, her gaze fell
wpon Julisn, who stood thougbtfully, his bloedy
wword still io bis hand. Snatching s dagger from

her bosors, she recoiled a st tep, Lthen with a wild
bound like & young panther, sho aimed a blow
Fell at his heart,

But it did not vemch it destination, One of
all thore --seemingly inssusible, had observed Ler
every movement, and Zars, throwlug herself up-
on her brother's neck, received Vity'y '+ dagger In
her breast, -

She had expiated her crimes !

The next morning there were throe dead bodies
ia & room in the Posada Naclonal. There wers
several persops also mimsing, Don Constance
Walerie, and his servent had mysterioualy disap-
poared. The SeSiors Leols Violsnts, and het
maid, Mariano, could nowhere be found.
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